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Outcomes of the International MARS Conference
The 25th international MARS conference was held in Prague on 26 – 28
November on the topic: How new technologies are changing the EU's Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP). The conference was co-organized by the State
Agricultural Intervention Fund (SAIF).

Almost 400 guests attended the MARS conference, including prominent figures from the
European Commission (DG AGRI, DG ENVI, DG JRC), the European Court of Auditors,
representatives of the paying agencies and ministries of Member States and Czech and
foreign companies dealing with new technologies in agriculture. The agricultural
community was represented by Copa-Cogeca, an association of European farmers.
The conference was co-organized for the first time by the Czech Republic. It focused on
the use of technologies to make the CAP more efficient in the new programming period.
Participants shared experiences and discussed new knowledge and innovations,
especially those that emerged from European space programs, which have opened up
new opportunities for agriculture.
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What are the outcomes of the conference? The future CAP must be based on a new
model of subsidy policy. Modernization and implementation of new technologies is one
of the main priorities of the future CAP. It is necessary to change the way we think
about setting up the grant system as such. The integrated administration and control
system, which monitors the applicant's eligibility for the subsidy, should in the future
be primarily a preventive system and a tool that will help to improve the performance
of the CAP. The transition to the new system is inevitable. It will be based on a
systematic collection and analysis of available data on the use of agricultural land and
its sharing with the agricultural community. More active involvement of the farmers'
public is therefore another necessity for a successful change to the CAP system.
It is clear that this is a fundamental change, but worries are not justified. Experience
from Member States that have already deployed the new system has shown that the
automated analysis of Sentinels satellite data has reduced field controls. Moreover, the
error rate of grant applications was reduced thanks to proactive communication with
farmers. Member States intend to continue and further develop the new control method
in the future.

Various technologies and commercial solutions were presented at the conference in an
enormous number. In summary, compared to 2018, technological advances have been
made not only to improve the accuracy of automated analysis, but also to design
comprehensive solutions for paying agencies and farmers in data sharing, online
communications, automatic data processing and evaluation (e.g. automatic photo
evaluation).
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According to a representative of the farmers union Copa-Cogeca, a new form of control
based on automatic analysis of satellite data is a convenient way to focus on controlling
irregularities and not on minor errors that occur in the tens of square meters.

The rich content of the MARS conference has shown that innovation and new
technologies are moving incredibly fast and they will be beneficial not only for the paying
agencies but also for the farmers themselves.
Since 2015, the SAIF has been involved in several projects (CzechAgri, Sen4CAP,
DROMAS, etc.). It was a great honour for the Czech Paying Agency to organize the
MARS conference. Moreover, the SAIF won a third place in the competition of
professional posters for the use of new technologies for the agenda of the EU CAP (see
the picture below).
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